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Remarks 

This Amendment replies to the Office Action mailed March 22, 2005, in which claims 1- 
6, 9-14 and 19 are rejected, claim 7, 8, 15 and 20 are objected to, and claims 16-18 are allowed. 
With this Response, claims 1 and 10 are amended. Claims 1 to 20 remain pending in the 
application and are presented for reconsideration and allowance. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S>C. S 102 

Claims 1-6 and 9-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Barlow 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,900,123). 

With respect to claim 1, Barlow et al. is alleged to disclose: a base; and first and second 
curved slots in said base, wherein said first and second slots are adapted to removeably engage 
simultaneously with two axes (110) on which said cassette is capable of being mounted. The 
Office Action references a "marked Fig. 6" which is said to be attached to the Office Action. 
Applicant notes that the referenced Fig. 6 of Barlow was not attached to the Office Action, is not 
available in PAIR, and further that a telephone call to the Examiners supervisor, T. C. Patel, on 
June 8, 2005, failed to obtain a copy of the referenced figure. Accordingly, the Applicant's 
response is made without benefit of the referenced marked Fig. 6 of Barlow et al. As best 
understood without benefit of the marked Fig. 6 of Barlow et al. referenced in the Office Action, the 
Examiner's characterization of Barlow et al equates bolts 110 with the two axes of claim 1, while 
apertures 1 12 of the tray 106 of Barlow et al. are equated to the first and second slots of the base in 
claim 1. 

As amended, independent claim 1 sets forth a fiber optic splicing cassette comprising a 
base; and first and second curved slots in said base, wherein said first and second slots are adapted 
to moveably engage simultaneously with two axes on which said cassette is capable of being 
mounted, such that the base is rotatable when engaged simultaneously with said two axes. 

As amended. Barlow et al. fails to anticipate the subject matter of amended independent 
claim 1. Specifically, when apertures 1 12 of Barlow et al. are engaged with bolts 110, the splice 
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tray 106 of Barlow et al. is not rotatable, as set forfli in amended independent claim 1. That is, 
Barlow et al. fails to disclose or suggest that splice 106 is rotatable when apertures 1 12 are engaged 
with bolts 110. For at least this reason, Barlow et al. fails to anticipate the subject matter of 
amended independent claim 1, and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is 
respectfully requested. 

With respect to independent claim 10, Barlow et al. is alleged to disclose: a first side plate; 
and first and second axes extending fi*om said first side plate, wherein said optical fiber splicing 
cassettes are mounted on said axis such that said first slot of each of said cassette is movably 
engaged on said first axis and said second slot of each of said cassettes is movably engaged on said 
second axis. 

Independent claim 10 has been amended and now claims an array of fiber optic splicing 
cassettes comprising: a plurality of fiber optic splicing cassettes according to claim 1 ; a first side 
plate; and first and second axis extending firom said first side plate. The optical fiber splicing 
cassettes are mounted on said axes such that said first slot of each of said cassettes is movably 
engaged on said first axis and said second slot of each of said cassettes is moveably engaged on said 
second axis, such that simultaneously moving the first and second slots relative to said 
engaged first and second axes rotates said cassettes. 

As described above with respect to independent claim 1, when the tray 106 of Barlow et al. 
is mounted on bolts 110, simultaneously moving apertures 112 relative to bolts 110 does not rotate 
the tray. For at least this reason, Barlow et al. fails to anticipate the subject matter of amended 
independent claim 10, and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfiiUy 
requested. 

The Office Action fiirther details how Barlow et al. anticipates the subject matter of 
dependent claims 2-6, 9 and 11-13 which each depend, either directly or indirectly, firom one of 
independent claims 1 or 10. As discussed above, independent claims 1 and 10 are in allowable 
condition. Accordingly, dependent claims 2-6, 9 and 1 1-13 are also in allowable condition by 
reason of their dependency, and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 2-6, 9, and 11-13 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfiiUy requested. 
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Claims 1-6, 9 and 19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Cloud 
et al., (U.S. Patent No. 5,631,993). 

With respect to independent claim 1 , Cloud et al. is alleged to disclose a base; and first and 
second curved slots (at 1 50) in the base, two axes (indicated as 150 in the Office Action, but 
understood by Applicant as rods or bolts 70) on which the cassette is capable of being mounted. 

As noted above, independent claim 1 has been amended to specify that the base is rotatable 
when engaged simultaneously with said two axes. As can be clearly seen in Cloud et al., the base 
(tray 91) is not rotatable when slots 150 are engaged with posts 70. For at least this reason, Cloud 
et al. fails to anticipate the subject of amended independent claim 1, and withdrawal of the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully requested. 

Dependent claims 2-6 and 9 each depend, either directly or indirectly, firom independent 
claim 1, which is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above. Accordingly, dependent claims 
2-6 and 9 are also in allowable condition, and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
is respectfully requested. 

With regard to independent claim 19, Cloud et al. is alleged to disclose first and second side 
plates (18 and 20), wherein the side plates are connected with one another by first and second axes 
(56, referring to Fig. 9); and a plurality of fiber optic splicing cassettes (91) mounted in the array, 
each of the cassettes having a base, wherein each of the bases includes first, second, third and fourth 
curved slots (at 150). 

The Examiner's rejection of claim 19 as anticipated by Cloud et al. is respectfully 
traversed. In particular. Cloud et al. shows a slot 150 at each end of tray 91 (see Fig, 5). That is, 
each tray 91 has two slots 150. Accordingly, it is not possible for each tray of Cloud et al. to 
include first, second, third and fourth curved slots, as set forth in independent claim 19. 
Further, Cloud et al. fails to teach or suggest that each tray 91 is, in a first arrangement, movable 
in a first direction firom a closed position to a first opened position; or, in a second arrangement, 
movable in a second direction from a closed position to a second opened position. For at least 
these reasons, Cloud et al. fails to anticipate the subject matter of independent claim 19, and 
withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully requested 
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Claims 1 and 10-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Meyerhoefer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,199,459). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Meyerhoefer et al, is alleged to disclose a base; and first 
and second curved slots (referencing a marked Fig. 6) in the base, and two axes on which the 
cassette is capable of being mounted. The marked Fig. 6 referenced by the Examiner is understood 
to be the same marked Fig. 6 accompanying the previous Office Action (mailed Aug. 10, 2004), 
although the referenced figure was not attached to the current Office Action. 

As noted above, amended independent claim 1 sets forth, in part, that the base is rotatable 
when engaged simultaneously with said two axes. As described in column 7, lines 62-68 of 
Meyerhoefer et al., splice tray fasteners 1 84 pass through circular openings 1 86 in the lower semi- 
circular regions 182b (best seen in Figs. 3 and 10). The cassette and tray of Meyerhoefer et al. is 
thus not rotatable when engaged simultaneously with the fasteners 184, as required in amended 
independent claim 1 . Accordingly, Meyerhoefer et al. fails to anticipate the subject matter of 
amended independent claim 1, and withdrawal of the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) 
is respectfully requested. 

With respect to independent claim 10, Meyerhoefer similarly fails to teach or suggest that 
simultaneously moving the first and second slots relative to said engaged first and second axes 
rotates the cassette. In fact, when the cassette and tray of Meyerhoefer et al. is engaged with 
fasteners 194, no rotation of the tray and/or cassette is possible. Accordingly, Meyerhoefer et al. 
also fails to anticipate the subject matter of amended independent claim 10, and withdrawal of the 
rejection of that claim under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully requested. 

Dependent claims 11-14 each depend, either directly or indirectly, from independent claim 
10 which is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above. Accordingly, dependent claims 1 1-14 
are also in allowable condition by reason of their dependency, and witiidrawal of the rejection of 
dependent claims 1 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully requested. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16-18 are indicated as allowed. Applicant thanks the Examiner for allowance of 
these claims. 

Claims 7, 8, 15 and 20 have been objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but are indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Because the claims from which claims 7, 
8, 15 and 20 depend are in allowable condition, as discussed above, Applicant respectfully declines 
to rewrite the claims in independent form at this time. 

CONCLUSION 

With the above amendments, and for the reasons presented. Applicant believes claims 1- 
20 are in condition for allowance and notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 
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Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to either 
Matthew B. McNutt at Telephone No. (512) 23 1-053 1, Facsimile No. (512) 23 1-0540 or James 
Trussell at Telephone No. (512) 984-4672, Facsimile (512) 984-2020. In addition, all 
correspondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 
James Trussell 

3M Innovative Properties Company 
Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
P.O, Box 33427 
St. Paul, MN 55133-3427 

The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's representative at the below-listed 

telephone numbers to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michel Louis Dillat, 

By their attomeys, 

DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 573-2000 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 




Date: 

MBM:dmd ' Matthew B. McNutt 

Reg. No. 39,766 




CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described herein, 
are being deposited in the United States Postal Service, as first class mail, in an envelope address to: Mail Stop 
Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 op^is 13th day of June. 2005. 



By_ 



andria, VA 22313-1450 ojUhis 13th day of Jun 
Name: JDenyse I^uphinais 
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